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on; and after a year the horse was brought back, and
sacrificed with other victims to the accompaniment of
elaborate chants and rituals.
It was to some such sacrifice that King Janaka invited all
the learned men of his country. Desiring to find out which
of them was the wisest, he offered as a prize one thousand
cows, with coins of gold tied to their horns, Yajnavalkya,
we read, bade his followers drive away this great herd,
claiming victory withoatjajal. But the others insisted
upon the test, and eight,awoman among them, entered
the lists against him. One of his most distinguished com-
petitors was the father of Nachiketas. Their discussions
centred about Brahman or Ultimate Reality. 'He', says
Yajfiavalkya, 'is the unseen seer, the unheard hearer, the
unthought thinker ... he is thine inner self, immortal."
To his woman-competitor, Gargi, he describes Brahman
as Reality, Consciousness, and Joy (Sat, Chit, Ananda),
and silencing all in turn, establishes himself as the greatest
teacher of the age.
The King, moved by his insight, offers him the king-
dom. But a Brahmin leaves to Kshatriyas the work of
ruling and YajSavalkya reveals the secret of Karma:
Each is what he deserves to be: the doer of good becomes
good: the doer of evil becomes evil. When men are freed
from Trishna they become immortal. This teaching too
the Gita develops. It is India's greatest contribution to
ethics: *Do thine own caste-duty: in doing that of another
is great peril*
The secret of the influence of this great man lay, like
that of the Buddha after him, not only in the clarity of his
teaching but also in the fact that he embodied the reality
of his teachings, living on the high plane of mystic realiza-
tion, though he showed some arrogance and greed in
claiming his reward!
Here then is a stage in which India has advanced to
a high spiritual and intellectual level, where men and
women meet freely and discuss ultimate truth. Now has
begun her age-long quest for salvation. It is summed up

